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The Coral Reef Alliance (CORAL) unites 

communities to save coral reefs. We help 

the people who live near reefs protect their 

fragile resources by providing the means to 

develop local projects that save coral reefs 

and bene�t communities.
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Working Together to Keep 
Coral Reefs Alive

If you�ve been keeping track of CORAL 

news, you might remember the important 

decision of the Kubulau Resource Manage-

ment Committee to install mooring buoys 

in the Namena Marine Reserve in order to 

make it an o�cial anchor-free zone, the �rst 

so designated in all of Fiji. We are delighted 

to report that the last of a total of nine 

mooring buoys has now been installed. This 

number includes three moorings located 

near shore to support village visits by tour-

ists. All moorings are now being used by 

both tour operators and private vessels.

The mooring installation project was 

designed as a response to the intensifying 

anchor damage on Namena�s reefs. In the 

absence of moorings, vessels using the re-

serve often dropped anchor on or near the 

reefs, impacting both the health of the reefs 

and their appeal to tourists. Heavy boat 

anchors crush corals and churn up sedi-

ments, resulting in fewer healthy corals and 

degraded habitat for �sh and other animals; 

the use of anchors for securing commercial 

and recreational boats causes millions of 

dollars in damage to coral reefs around the 

world every year.

In Namena, local dive operators called for 

an end to anchor damage in the reserve 

at a Namena Marine Reserve Stakeholder 

Committee meeting. They proposed a 

series of heavy-duty moorings that would 

secure all vessels using the reserve, 

eliminating the need for anchoring. The 

proposal was supported by the Kubulau 
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Resource Management Committee, and 

CORAL raised the necessary funds for 

the installation of the moorings with gen-

erous contributions from the Mar Viva 

Foundation, Greenforce, the Jean Michel 

Cousteau Resort, and Aggressor Fiji Ltd. 

Following the long process of securing 

project approval from the Fiji Islands 

Maritime Safety Administration and 

researching correct GPS information, 

and after delays caused by tsunamis and 

hurricanes, the last moorings were �nally 

installed this fall by Dive Centre Fiji Ltd. 

In addition to six deep-water moorings 

that serve popular dive sites in the Na-

mena Marine Reserve, three near-shore 

moorings also allow dive operators and 

other vessels to access �ve of the Kubu-

lau villages. 

Now that tourists are more easily able 

to visit the villages, residents will be able 

to develop tourism microenterprises to 

generate additional income for their com-

munities. CORAL has also co-sponsored an 

ecotourism business design training to as-

sist communities in taking advantage of this 

opportunity. By encouraging tourists to visit 

their villages, local community members will 

have the chance to meet the divers who 

come to Namena, listen to their underwater 

experiences, and better understand the 

value of their reefs.

CORAL has provided microgrants to fund 

mooring buoy installations in project sites 

around the world for more than ten years, 

including the installation of more than one 

hundred mooring buoys in key locations 

along the Mesoamerican Barrier Reef 

in Belize, Honduras, and Mexico. These 

mooring buoy projects are already proving 

bene�cial for reefs, communities, and lo-

cal businesses�in addition to preventing 

anchor damage, moorings aid dive opera-

tors in the safe delivery and pick-up of 

their divers, and they have also increased 

community awareness of reef conservation 

issues.

Mooring buoys are a simple and extreme-

ly e�ective tool to reduce local pressures 

on coral reefs, a strategy that is essential 

for worldwide reef preservation. Healthy 

reef ecosystems�those that are not heavily 

impacted by local stresses�have proven 

much more resilient to global threats like 

climate change and water quality deteriora-

tion. Mooring installations can help to build 

robustness and resiliency in reef ecosys-

tems while bene�ting local communities 

and businesses.

Crew members of the NAI’A live-aboard dive ship 

with one of the mooring buoys they now use in the 

Namena Marine Reserve
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